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Big Brothers Big Sisters Honors Oconto County Match





(Green Bay, WI) Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Wisconsin held its 38th Annual Appreciation Dinner on April 27, 2010. More than 200 mentors, youth, board members, volunteers and donors celebrated their participation in the mentoring program at the Holiday Inn City Centre.  


During the evening’s award ceremony, Sue Laskowski was named “Community-Based Mentor of the Year” and her youth Lake Koenig was named “Community-Based Youth of the Year.” Sue Laskowski has been a mentor with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Wisconsin for 25 years. In that time, she has invested more than 6,500 hours mentoring four female youth; each time staying matched until the youth graduated high school. Sue and Lake have been matched since September 2005. Lake and Sue have been meeting every Wednesday night since then. The fact that they live in rural Oconto County, with thirty miles separating them, never seems to deter their plans to get together.


Lake is a fifth grader who is a high honor roll student and the secretary of her schools Student Council. She also plays clarinet in the school band and plays basketball. Lake is a thoughtful young adult who has a very positive outlook on life, even though she herself has faced some adversity. 





They are giving of their time to others; brightening the lives of people they come in contact with. They write letters to two elderly ladies in assisted living homes, as well as to a soldier stationed in Iraq. They volunteer at the local library where they spend each Wednesday evening; and they top the night off by going for ice cream and talking.





Their bond includes a special gift each year. Sue says, “At the end of the year, Lake makes a special gift for her teacher. This year, Lake is working on a cross stitch baby bib to give as a gift to her teacher. Last year, we designed the seasonal display for the front entrance to the Lakewood Library using spring craft items. We have been keeping a scrapbook since the first day we met. It has been fun to see the advancement in her projects. Besides our many hours at the library, Lake and I have done many things together: crafting, painting, mini golfing, baking, shopping, fishing, photography, dining out, practicing spelling, as well as enjoying an occasional manicure or movie.”





Lake provides further explanation of the teacher gift… “We are cross stitching a bib that has a cute baby yellow duck on it who stomps in a puddle.”





Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Wisconsin is the premier youth mentoring organization in the area, serving Brown, Oconto and Door counties. The agency’s mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of youth through professionally supported mentoring relationships. Since 1972, this non-profit organization has expertly matched children ages 6 and up with volunteer mentors. For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbbsnew.org" ��www.bbbsnew.org�.
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