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January is National Mentoring Month

Big Brothers Big Sisters Needs Support to Help 

More Youth Beat the Odds

Green Bay, WI (January 8, 2010) – In recognition of National Mentoring Month, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Wisconsin is calling on not only volunteers but donors as well to provide support for thousands of youth in need of mentors. Big Brothers Big Sisters is the nation’s largest volunteer and donor supported network of long-term mentors for youth; providing matching, screening and ongoing support for mentors, youth and families. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Wisconsin supports 500 youth with an average match length of 25+ months – 20% longer than the national average – and more than 150 hours of 1-to-1 mentor and staff time per match.
“Our priority and what differentiates Big Brothers Big Sisters is our commitment to providing long-term 1-to-1 mentoring, resulting in proven positive educational and social outcomes,” said David Yeghiaian, Executive Director of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Wisconsin. “Donors enable our staff to provide sustainable quality matches, to provide ongoing support for youth, their families and mentors. The youth become our future community volunteers, future leaders of organizations and the next generation of mentors to impact lives.”

National Mentoring Month is spearheaded by the Harvard Mentoring Project of the Harvard School of Public Health, MENTOR/National Mentoring Partnership, and the Corporation for National and Community Service. Big Brothers Big Sisters of America is a lead partner.

Independent research finds youth having a mentor in Big Brothers Big Sisters are 52% more likely than their peers to remain in school and 75% more likely to earn a 4-year degree. 
Boys disproportionately represent youth ready to be matched with mentors. This month, with emphasis on mentoring, the organization is expecting a surge in volunteers. The hope is that donations will come in as well, so that all mentors and youth who are ready to be matched can begin a long, successful mentoring match, supported by Big Brothers Big Sisters professionals who are committed to helping impact the lives of youth.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Wisconsin is the premier youth mentoring organization in the area, serving Brown, Oconto and Door counties. The agency’s mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of youth through professionally supported mentoring relationships. Since 1972, this non-profit organization has expertly matched children ages 6 and up with volunteer Big Brothers and Big Sisters. For more information, visit www.bbbsnew.org.
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